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PA DEP ISSUES IMPORTANT GUIDANCE ON SITE 
REDEVELOPMENT AND STORMWATER 

 

  Press Release

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection recently issued Guidance 
in the form of an update to its statewide Erosion and Sediment Control manual. 
Included in the Guidance is important information on the redevelopment of sites 
where there remains impacted soil and/or groundwater, following the completion of 
the Act 2 Land Recycling process.  
  
As pointed out in the Guidance, an important point is that there are many 
"mistakes", where site owners or developers do not inform those engineers 
preparing site plans of residual contamination, or the engineers do not become 
familiar with their requirements for redeveloping contaminated sites, to avoid 
spreading residual contamination. 
  
The new Guidance document is very well thought out, and takes into account key 
aspects of redeveloping contaminated sites, from both an erosion control and 
stormwater standpoint. 
  
Key issues include:  
  

Infiltration of stormwater is not permitted, and infiltration trenches and basins 
should not be designed, where infiltrating groundwater will go through soils 
which exceed soil to groundwater statewide health standards. 

  
Where there is impacted groundwater over applicable standards, infiltration can 
also not occur, because it will exacerbate contamination where contaminants 
and groundwater are naturally attenuating under the PADEP-Approved Clean-up 
Plan.  

  
Either mistake, if measures were built, would void the all-important Statutory 
Cleanup Liability Protection conferred upon site cleanup. We are pleased to provide 
a link with an excerpt of the key parts of the new guidance. For the full PADEP 
Erosion and Sediment Control Guidance, click here (note that this is a large 
document, and consequently, a long download) 
  
With RTs substantial number of completed Act 2 land sites throughout Pennsylvania, 
we are very glad to see that this important aspect of site redevelopment has 
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